Exercise Questions
Instructions:

1. Answer all questions in Part One. 

2. Answer only four questions in Part Two.
Part One: Draw a circle around the letter of the correct or best answer (15 marks).

01. ………… is a simplified representation of reality.

a. A hypothesis

b. A research design

c. A theory

d. Deduction

e. Induction
02. Before you can do any research or study, you must have

a. a theory

b. a hypothesis

c. a research problem

d. a research design

e. a questionnaire

      03. We can understand business reality through 

a. prediction

b. description

c. explanation

d. all of the above

e. none of the above

      04.………… refers to the framework of data collection and data analysis used to 
           answer research problems.
a. A research strategy 

b. A theory

c. A hypothesis

d. An assumption

e. An empirical generalization

     05.  Qualitative research is
a. a research problem

b. a theory

c. a research strategy

d. data collection

e. a hypothesis

06.  Measurement validity is the same as

a. internal validity

b. construct validity

c. external validity

d. generalizability
e. causality

      07.  If variable Y is a function of variable X, then variable Y is 

a. an independent variable

b. a research problem
c. a  research design 
d. a dependent variable

e. none of the above

      08. We use participant observation mainly in  

a. qualitative research 

b. deduction

c. measurement validity

d. quantitative research 

e. none of the above

       09. In experimental research, what should I do after I give treatment to the 

             experimental group? You should 

        a. divide the subjects into experimental and control groups 

        b. give treatment to the control group

        c. measure the two groups on the dependent variable

        d. end the experiment

        e. do nothing

      10. The only way to find out whether a hypothesis is true or not is to

a. derive it from a theory

b. describe it 
c. empirically test it

d. understand it

e. control it

    11. If some research findings are true in most settings where they are expected to be 
          applicable, then that research has  

a. internal validity

b. external validity

c. measurement validity

d. construct validity 

e. causality
     12. Z= f (W, Y, X). In this equation, the dependent variable is

a. W
b. Z
c. f

d. Y
e. X
      13. In induction, we 

a. test theories

b. generate theories 

c. get hypotheses from theories

d. put theory before research
e. use experimental research design

      14. In deduction, we
      a. generate theories
      b. test theories

      c. put research before theory

      d. use cross-sectional research design

      e. get theories from hypotheses

    15. Y= f (X1, X2, X3, X4). In this equation, 

a. Y is the dependent variable

b. X1 is supposed to cause some change in Y

c. X3 and X4 are independent variables

d. all of the above is correct

e. none of the above
16. Which one of the following propositions is empirically testable?

a. Business firms should not pollute the air we breathe

b. The air we breathe must be clean all the time

c. Businesses that spend  the least on TV commercials have the smallest volumes of sales 

d. Lions should not be killed 

e. None of the above

       17. Internal validity is the same as

        a. external validity

        b. construct validity

        c. causality

        d. measurement validity

        e. generalizability

18. Scientific knowledge is all of the following except

        a. it is based on empirical verification

        b. it is provisional

        c. it is dogmatic

        d. it inter-subjective

        e. it is based on logical validation

     19. Scientific knowledge is cumulative. This means that scientific knowledge 
      a. is organized skepticism

      b. is provisional

      c. builds on previous research

      d. is dogmatic

      e. is inter-subjective

     20.  Which one of the following statements is true about participation observation?
      a. it is a  hypothesis

      b. it is a way of collecting data
      c. it is a theory

      d. it is an assumption

      e. it is none of the above

    21. Scientific knowledge is inter-subjective because it is
    a. cumulative

    b. open to the public and the scientific community

    c. provisional

    d. organized skepticism

    e. none of the above

   22. Logical validation is
    a. a theory

    b. one of the foundations of scientific knowledge

    c. an empirically verifiable proposition

    d. a hypothesis that cannot be empirically tested

    e. none of the above

    23. If a questionnaire really measures what it is supposed to measure, then we can say 

          that the questionnaire has 

     a. construct validity

     b. external validity

     c. internal validity

     d. causality

     e. generalizability

  24. Your friend wants to do some study. What is the most appropriate question you will 
        ask him?
   a. Do you have a research problem?

   b. Do you have a theory?

   c. Do you have an assumption?

   d. Do you have an empirically testable hypothesis?

   e. Do you have a research strategy?

 25.  Suppose that I have a study on the relationship between inflation and business profits in the UAE. I have collected data on these variables (i.e., inflation and business profits) for every year between 1980 and 2008. What kind of research design I may be using in my study?
  a. longitudinal research design

  b. cross-sectional research design

  c. experimental research design

  d. all of the above

  e. none of the above

    Part Two: Provide short but sufficient answers to four the following questions.
1. What is the difference between a control group and an experimental group in the experimental research design?

2. (a) Write down an empirically testable hypothesis and (b) put this hypothesis in a mathematical form.

3. According to Karl Popper, “Science is organized skepticism.” Explain. 
4. Discuss three characteristics of scientific knowledge.

5. What is a research strategy? Name two research strategies.

6. Use TV advertisements as an independent variable and sales as a dependent variable in an equation. Explain the equation.
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