Levels of Measurement

Types of Variables
	Type of Variable
	Values
	Comparison among Values
	Example
	Special Characteristics

	Nominal or Categorical
	Categories not numerical values
	Does not make sense in terms of the variable
	Gender (Male, female)     Religion, Nationality
	The values are just for differentiation

	Ordinal
	Categories not numerical values
	Makes sense in terms of the variable.
	Support (high, low development (more developed, less developed, most developed) awareness
 
	Here we can compare among the values by saying, for example in the case of support, high has more support than low. However, we cannot say by exactly how much high has more support than low.

	Interval
	Numerical values such as 2, 23, 20, etc.
	Makes sense in terms of the variable.
	Temperature (10 degrees, 20 degrees, 25, degrees, etc.)
	Here we can compare among the values by saying, for example in the case of temperature, 20 degrees have more temperature or heat than 10 degrees. In addition, we can say by exactly how much 20 degrees has more temperature than 10 degrees. Here also, 0 does not mean the absence of the phenomenon.

	Ratio
	Numerical values such as 2, 23, 20, etc.
	Makes sense in terms of the variable
	Income (100 Dirhams, 200 Dirhams, 1000 Dirhams, etc.)
	Here we can compare among the values by saying, for example in the case of income, that there is more income in 1000 Dirhams than it is 100 Dirhams. In addition, we can say by exactly how much 1000 Dirhams is more than 100 Dirhams. Here 0 means the absence of the phenomenon


